Bulletin Wire Services ' 

* Washington — Two of New York 
City’s most experienced homicide de- 
tectives have been named to lead twin 
teams of investigators in the jtouse 
probe of the murders of President 
•John F. Kennedy and the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

Richard A. Sprague, chief counsel 
and staff director of the House SJelect 
Committee on Assassinations ! . said 
Clifford A. Fenton J r., 49, will super- 
vise investigators assigend to the Ken- 
nedy case. Edward M. Evans ', 45, will, 
lead the King team. 

The committee is seeking House ap- 
proval of, a $6.5-mi!lion-a-year budget 
to hire 50 investigators, 30 lawyers 
adn a large staff of technical experts, 
consultants and support personnel. 

Fenton and Evans, each of who will 
be paid 530,000 annually as committee 
investigators, served together on the 
New York City Police Department’s 
Major Case Squad, which handles the 
premeditated murder of police | offi- 
cers, bank robbery, kidnaping, and 
the assassination of public figures. 

The pair will join three other 
York homicide experts hired 
from the Manhattan District j, At- 
torney’s Office by Sprague: Robert 
Karl Tanenbau m, 34, who will super- 
vise lawyers assigned to the Kennedy 
case; I phnpr, 40, who ; 

will command the legal batter} 7 in the 
King case; and Stephen J. Fa llis. 34, 
who will act as a troubleshooter over- 
seeing both probes. . 

The four men are accustomed to 
working together. 

Evans, with 22, years on the police 
force, and Fenton, with 21 years, Were 


New 

away 


. both leaders of four-man teams on the 
Major Case Squad. Previously, both 
worked as' homicide -detectives in Har- 
lem....- ’ 

Each handled at least 5,000 criminal 
cases and participated in at least 
50,000 interviews and interrogations. 

The appointment of. the five men 
continues a trend begun with the se- 
lection of Sprague as chief counsel for 


t h e 1 2- rn e rn be r Com. m ittee on Assassi- 
nations. p 

As assistant district attorney in 
Philadelphia, Sprague earned a na- 
tionwide reputation for his successful 
prosecution of murder cases, culmi- 
nating in the conviction of United 
Mine Workers President W.A.' Tony 
Boyle and seven others for the murder 
' of union insurgent Joseph (Jock) Yab- 
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lonski. 

Hiring Evans and Fenton brings to 
43 the number of staff members al- 
ready hired by the committee under ■ 
an agreement with Sprague .that 
allows the chief counsel to handpick 
every 7 person on the staff which even- 
tually will number 170, if the House 
agrees to provide the full $6.5-miIiion 
budget the committee is seeking. 


The committee was given only 
.>150,000 in start-up funds last Septem- 
ber, and that amount is virtually all 
gone. The panel will receive another 
$150,000 when the House convenes in 
January. But full funding must await 
approval of the committee’s budget 
by the full House in a formal vote 
sometime in January or early Febru- 
ary. 



